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SOUTH AFRICA. 
WITTE REVIER. 


It will be recollected that the Mission estab- 
ished at Witte Revier, by the United Brethren, 
was destroyed by the Cafires. The Mission- 
ary Register gives the foiluwing account of 

his paintal event, and the resuinption of {be 
mission since. 

Soon after the arrival of the Mission- 
aries, with the help of some Hottentots 
who settled on their land, and whose 
numbers soon increased to one hundred 
and fifty-five, the preparation of a tem- 
pate Church and Dwellings, Corn- 
uill, Smithy, Gardens, and C orn-fields, 
was. efiected; and the settlement was 
making rapid advances; but the flatter- 
ing prospect was soon ‘blighted. The 
Cafire war broke out: a horde of sava- 
ses lodged themselves in the glen, near 
the Infant Settlement: and, in the be- 
sinning of the present year, the Mission- 
wies sustained three- distinct ‘attacks, in 
which 600 head of cattle were driven 
off, which reduced them to the extremi- 
‘y of distress; and, on the 14th of April, 
NINE CHRISTIAN HOTTENTOTS WERE 
MURDERED AND CRUELLY MUTILATED. 

The Missionaries ihus feelingly de- 
scribe their situation :— 

‘All the nine men who were mur- 
lered had families of small children. 
The lamentations of the poor women 
ind children pierced our very hearts. 
\ll our endeavours to soothe their grief, 
and administer comfort to them, were 
vain. They were quite disconsolate. 
The fathers were dead: their cattle, 





vhich had hitherto supplied them with 
neat and milk, were all stelen; and 
hey were reduced to the greatest ex- 
emity, and we were not sure but that 
very moment an attack would be made 
ipon us, to murder us also. Our Hot- 
jentots had lost all courage. Countless, 


ndeed, were the sighs, tears, and pray ers, 
which we offered up to our God and Sav- 
our, during these days of horror and an- 
There being no oxen left, we 
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could not quit the place, on account of 
the aged and infirm and children; y: et to 
stay any longer was equally impossible. 

our whole stock of provisions was either 
destroyed or consumed, and to go out in 
quest of more was risking the further loss 
of life.’ 

They contrived, at length, to apprize 
the Landdrost of their dreadful situation, 
By his kind exertions, the Congregation 
was withdrawn, on the 17th ef April, to 
Uitenhagen, and partial relief afforded 
them. They heard, soon afterwards, 
that all they had left behind, tovether 
with the corn-fields and gardens, was 
laid in ashes and utterly destroyed ; first 
by the Catfres,and then by the elephants. 
i he fugitives were still in a state of the 
greatest distress, attacked by fever, and 
in the utmost want of the necessaries 
of life, atl provisions being excessively 
dear. ‘ ' 

In the midst of these accumulated 
sufferings, the faith and patience of the 
Missionaries remained unshaken. ‘They 
write— 

‘We have more reason to thank the 
Lord for His protection, than to com- 
plain. He alone knows what still a- 
waits us; but we trust in Him to sup- 
port us under all afflictions ; and we feel 
it our duty, with a willing heart to re- 
main with our Congregation, which, 
with us, hope to return to the Witte Re- 
vier when peace is restored.’ 

RESUMPTION OF THE MISSION. 

We are happy to state, that, peace 
having been concluded between the Col- 
ony and the Caftfres, in the beginning of 
October, the Mission was resumed at 
the end of that month. 

The following extracts of a letter to 
the Rey. C. I. Latrobe, from the Rev. 
H. P. Hallbeck, who proceeded from 
Gnadenthal for the comfort and assist- 
ance of his suffering friends, afford us 
this satisfactory information. 

‘I left Table-Bay in the brig, “ The 
Allies,” on the 26th of September, and 
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arrived in Algoa-Bay on the 1st of Oc- 
tober; and found myself in the midst of 
our Brethren and Sisters ot Uitenhagen 
on the 3d. Thanks to the Lord, and 
the many friends whom he had awaken- 
éd in this place, among whom the noble 
Landdrost and his amiable Lady rank 
first, I found the Missionaries and their 
small Congrezation much more comfort- 
ably situated than [ could have expected. 

‘It is neither my intention, nor indeed 
in my power, to enumerate the proots of 
kindness which our Brethren and Hotten- 
tots have received, an still continue to 
receive, from Colonel Cuyler and his la- 
dy. If {say that they have been, and 
are, like parents to “the fugitives, it ts 
saying much too little; for there are 
thousands of parents who do not study 
the interests of their children, with as 
much zeal as did that noble family the 
interests of the Missionaries and their 
flock. If the Lord will not suffer a cup 
of cold water given to the least of His 
children to go unrewarded, great indeed 
must be the reward of these our gene- 
rous friends, who have been the support- 
ers of a whole congregation, with its 
ministering servants; and by whose in- 
strumentality, the flock has not only not 
been dispersed, but increased in number 
and in grace. And indeed, it appears 
that our noble benefactors are not for- 
gotten by the Lord, and are already 
blessed with heavenly blessings. I have 
no doubt but that the Lady | of Colonel 
Cuyler, who did not think it beneath her 
dignity to assemble with our Hottentots 
in a barn, for the worship of God, has, 
in that humble shed, found food for her 
soul. She once assured me, that the 
Jast six months, when she had the pleas- 
ure to enjoy the company of the Breth- 
ren, was the happiest period of her whole 
life. 

‘The Brethren Hofman, Horning, and 
Schultz, by their exemplary, and, in this 
country, unexampled diligence, have 
procured for themselves, and for the 
Brethren in general, the esteem of all 
classes ; and the Hottentots were every 
where praised as faithful and diligent 
labourers: so much so, that the inhabit- 
ants of Uitenhagen greatly regretted 
their removal. 


‘As to their return to the Witte Re. 
vier, several of the Hottentots, and in 
deed also the single Brethren, had, on 
my first arrival, no great inclination to 
make the attempt. Yet it soon appear- 
ed, that such an attempt must be mace; 
since, after having received a remunera- 
tion for our lost cattle, out of the herds 
retaken from the Caflres, we could no 
longer remain at Uitenhagen, where 
there was not sufiicient pasture; and 
since, after the conclusion of a peace 
with the Cafires, several of the farmers 
had returned to their farms, there was 
no pretext or reason why we should be 
afraid of returning to the Witte Revier. 
After I had spoken privately and pub- 
lickly with the Brethren and Hottentots, 
I had also the satisfaction to find, that 
their objections gradually vanished, and 
their courage and confidence in the 
Lord increased. 

‘Yet, in order to act as prudently as 
possible, we resolved to make a recon- 
noitering visit to the Witte Revier and 
its neighbourhood ; and the Landdrost 
kindly offered to accompany us. Ac- 
cordingly, the Landdrost, with his son 
and clerk, BrotherSchmitt, myself, and 
the brethren Hofman and Schultz, ac- 
companied by about forty Burghers and 
Hottentots, mostly armed, visited the 
Witte Revier, and scoured part of the 
Zuurberg on the 14th, i 5th, and 16th of 
October. Of this very interesting ex- 
cursion, you shall hear more on a future 
occasion. I will now only observe, that 
having satisfied ourselves, as far as hu- 


man foresight goes, as to the safety of 


returning, we resolved upon it, without 
loss of time; leaving, however, in the 
first instance, most of the women and 
children here at Uitenhagen. 

‘The Governor and Colonel Bird, 
who happened to be here about the 
time, very kindly ordered nine Hotten- 
tots, not belonging to the Witte Revier 
Congregation, to assist us in erecting 
palisadoes, &c.; and gave orders, that 
if we wanted provisions and other ar- 
ticles from Cape ‘Town, such should be 


brought to Algoa Bay, in the Govern- | 


ment Schooner. 
‘On the 23d of October, I made our 
plan known to the Hottentots; and to 





wa Ge a. as Ges oh OS Ot Gli 


“a 


— 6 mt 





“a += | 








fay 
Re. 


h in 

, on 
Dn to 
ear- 
ade; 
era- 
rerds 
1 no 
rhere 
and 
peace 
mers 
> Was 
ld be 
vier, 
pub- 
ntots, 
, that 
|, and 
1 the 


tly as 
econ- 
rand 
idrost 

Ac- 
$ son 
f, and 
Zy ace 
s and 
1 the 
of the 
6th of 
1g eX: 
future 
+, that 
as hu- 
ety of 
ithout 
n the 
n and 


Bird, 
it the 
otten- 
tevier 
ecting 
, that 
er ar- 
uld be 
yvern- 


le our 
2nd to 


820. ] 


my great astonishment, there was not 
one who wished to remain behind. (Sce 
the remarkable text of Scripture for the 
day : i Lord stirred up the spirit of 
all the remnant of the people ; and 
they came and did work m the House 
of the Lord of Hosts, their God. Hag- 
i, i. 14.) 
he 25th we left Uitenhagen. The 
mpany consisted of Brother Schmitt, 
and his wife, myself, the Brethren Hof- 
man and Schultz, thirty-four Hottentot 
Nes and Women, and a few children. 
See again the text of that day: [ will 
watch aver them, to bucld and to plant, 


saith the Lord. Sercemiah, xxxi. 23.) 
‘On the 20th, we arrived on the ‘Vit- 
te Revyier—encamped near the large 


poud, opposite to your Yellow-wood 
tree, and immediately set to work, after 
having, ia prayer, on our knees, implor- 
ed the Lord’s blessing and protection. 
Eight happy days I spent at that 
place, which is now in its fullest beauty, 
having abundance of pasture and water ; 
and worked at the side of the Hotten- 
tots, with my spade and hatchet, as 
much as my strength permitted; mak- 
ing excursions in the mountains, in the 
cool hours of the day, on horseback or 
on foot, as epportunity offered. By 
this means I have seen more of , the 
Witte Revier than most of the Brethren, 
who have resided there for upwards of a 
year; of which you shall also hear more 
hereafter. No where did we possess 
any trace of the Caffres; and, before I 
left our people, all fears and apprehen- 
sions of the most intimidated minds were 
removed. A most delightfal spirit of 
willingness and confidence in the Lord 
was perceptible in the whole company ; 
and I have no doubt, but the glory of 
.the second house will exceed-that of the 
first, if this spirit continues. 

On the 2d of November, I left Witte 
Revier, to make some preparations here 
‘for my return to Gnadenthal. 

‘ As yet, the Missionaries live in tents, 
‘but the palisadoes will-be ready in a few 
days; and then a provisional house, and 
a kitchen, will be erected, the wood hav- 
. ing already been cut, and some other 
preparations made. Brother Schultz 
end Sister Kolrhammer will return with 


. them. 
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me to Gnadeathal, Brother Schultz hav- 
ing been appointed to Groenekloof; but 
probably, a married pair will, immedi- 
ately on my arrival at Gnadenthal, set 
out for the Witte Revier. 

‘The Witte Revier is a most delight- 
ful spot; and what is of still more im- 
portance, the small congregation is in 2 
very pleasing state. Oue hundred and 
fifty-five Hottentots are now under the 
care of the Brethren there, of whom 
nineteen are communicants. Since the 
beginning ef this year, elevenadults have 
been baptized, two persons received ip 
to the Congrevation, and fonr admitted 
tothe Holy Communion. The Missioye 
aries are at present tolerably well. 


PALESTINE MISSTON. 

Siace our lax number was published, lete 
ters have been received from Messrs. Fisk and 
Parsons, dated at Malta. Froma letter of Mr. 
Fisk to the Treasurer, by ‘he Arab, the follow- 
ing extract is made —Panoplist. 

“ Malta Harbor, Jan. 7, 1820. 

“ Dear Sir,—You will learn by a let- 
ter from brother Parsons, and by our 
jeint letter to Dr. Worcester, both sent 
by the brig Frances, how the Lord has 
hitherto prospered us. It is not easy to 


‘tell you how much advantage we have . 
derived from our intercourse with the- 


missionaries here. We have been the 
whole time in quarantine; yet they have 
met us almost .every day, though every 
visit has been attended with expense to 
We have received from them a 
number of books, which will be of great 
use to us. We have become members 
of the Malta Bible Society.” 

“‘Qur circumstances and our prose 
pects are, on the whole, more favorable 
than we anticipated.” 


Letter from Messrs. Fisk and Parsons, 


to the Cor. Sec. of A. B. C. PF. M. da- 
ted Smyrna, Asia, Jan. 21, 1820. 


Rev.and Dear Sir,—The letter which 
we dated at Malta, containing a concise 


account of our voyage to that place, was, 


we hope, received in due season. On 
the 9th inst. we set sail for Smyrna, hav- 
ing been previously furnished with a let- 
ter of introduction tothe Rev. Mr. Wil- 
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liamson, and to the British Consul at A- 
leppo. Although we were deprived of 
the privilege which we most earnestly 
desired,—a particular acquaintance with 
our missionary brethren; yet the infor- 
mation we received amply compensated 
us for our visit at Valetta. 

Besides frequent communications from 
the riissionaries, we were favored with 
repeated opportunities for conversation 
with the American Consul at Tripoli, 
(Africa,) who arrived at Malta a few 
days since, and is bound to the United 
States. He has resided at Tripoli seven 
years, and, by frequent excursion into 
the neighbouring country, has obtained 
very extensive information with regard 
to the religious and civil state of society. 
The account he gave us of the Barbary 
states, and especially of the northern 
parts of Egypt, was very encouraging to 
the friends of missions. We could not 
but indulge the hope, as the American 
character is much respected, and plans 
of benevolence encouraged, that the way 
is preparing for the diffusion of the bles- 
sings of salvation. ‘The Consul, Mr. 
Jones, had the goodness to procure for 
us a letter of introduction to a Greek gen- 
tleman in this city, and to another at 
Scio. 

On the sixth day after leaving Malta, 
we came safely to anchor in this harbour. 
Our voyage was remarkably rapid, and 
in every respect pleasant. Passing up 
the Archipelago, we saw, more or less 
distinctly, many of the Grecian Islands, 
as Cerigo, Crets, Zea, Andros, Scio, 
and Mitylene. Some of the Islands were 
richly cultivated. ‘The scenery was de- 
lightful, interspersed with gardens, 
groves of orange trees, plantations and 
beautiful villages. Friday Jan. 14th, 


at one o’clock, beheld the continent of 


Asia, and on Saturday at two o'clock ter- 
minated our voyage at the city of Smyr- 
na. Surely goodness and mercy have 
followed us al] the way. Our friends 
will unite with us in thanksgiving and 
praise to our gracious Preserver, and for 
the encouragement we have to proceed 
in the heavenly design of imparting the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord to 
those who are perishing in ignorance and 
Sin, 


| May 


As it was late in the day when we 
came to an anchor, we deferred our visit 
to the city until the beginning of the 
week. Spent the Sabbath on board the 
ship, and performed the usual exercises 
of public worship. ‘The seamen listen- 
ed with great seriousness to an address, 
occasioned by the sudden death of one o! 
their companions. 

On Monday the 17th, we visited 
Smyrna; were introduced to Mr. Lee, 
and received with every expression of 
cordiality and friendship. He opened 
his library, which contains a choice and 
very elegant selection of books, and ob- 
served, “these are for your use at any 
time when you wish for them. Any as- 
sistance, which I cangive you by credit, 
influence, or books, will be bestowed 
with the greatest pleasure.” 

The same day we was introduced to 
the Rev. Mr. Williamson, the British 
chaplain, who enters into the design of 
our mission with great interest. We 
notice this circumstance as a very en- 
couraging event. Other families have 
not been less disposed to render our sit- 
uation as pleasant and profitable as pos- 
sible. Dined to-day with Mr. Werry, 
the British Counsul, who assured us of 
his assistance, while we remained at 
Smyrna, of letters to respectable gentle- 
men in Palestine, and in other countries, 
if we have occasion forthem. Mr. Wer- 
ry has been consul in this city for tweaty- 
four years, and his observations upon 
the climate, the custagms, and the gov- 
ernment, are peculiarly interesting, and 
of great consequence to us in the prose- 
cution of our researches in Asia. 

Thus far the Lord has prospered us. 
A ray of light already dawns upon our 
path. Everlasting praise to our Lord 
and Redeemer for his repeated smiles 
upon our feeble efforts. May we be en- 
abled to meet every aliliction with Chris- 
tian boldness, and unshaken reliance up- 
on “the great and precious promises.” 

We design to take a retired room, 
and to prosecute our studies without in- 
terruption. In the mean time, we may 
converse with a few, whose spiritua! 
state we may hope to be instrumental in 
improving, and may distribute Bibles 
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and religious tracts in the different Jan- 
guages of the east. , 

With gratitude for the special favors 
which we have received from the Pru- 
dential Committee, and with an earnest 
request for a remembrance im their 
prayers, we subscribe ourselves, your 
brethren in the Lord, 

P. Fisk, 
L. Parsons. 


MISSIONS IN EUROPE. 
(Continued fram p. 750.) 
4n extract of a@ letter from G ' 
Uct. 18, 1519. 


My dear brethren—TI arrived the day 
pefore yesterday evening at L—: I 
heard yesterday his farewell sermon; he 
sets off to-day for R—. These few 
words say a great deal. What a dear 
man of God is this L—! and whata 
favour the Lord has shown me, to let 
me meet him in so admirable a way at 
so important a moment. I resume my 
narrative, without remembering precise- 
ly where I left off. 
~ At N— experienced, as every where 
else, that God can act by the feeblest 
means. I held, a week ago yesterday, 
a meeting, which has been blessed be- 
vond my expectations. There happen- 
ed to be there, as if by chance, the wife 
of the pastor — of E— long since con- 
verted, but who has been lately again, 
as she told me, powerfully affected, as 
well as some others. 

Do not be surprised that I give you 
such miaute detail: I cannot speak of 
thousands of people converted to the 
Faith: Lam sufficiently well pleased to 
he able to gather up some crumbs, and 
do net conclude, neither from any suc- 
cess that I relate to you that my preach- 
ing has any thing in it the least distin- 
cuished ; it is, on the contrary, a matter 
of astonishment with me, to see peoyle 
touched by the grace of God, by means 





@ of sermons so poor and simple as mine 


| made some vistis, 


can reckon upon more than 


aways are, and without even my own 
«lf being moved by them as I ought. 
| passed by R— and L—, where J 
and came to B— on 
They say that they 
'(44) Core 


Chursday evening. 
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verted persons here ; but the persec*tion 
is great. ‘They assemble in small num- 
bers, but are full of the truth of the Spir- 
it. I have been received by them with 
open arms. All the converted parts of 
B— are filled with joy in the Lord, and 
with love towards us Protestants. Af- 
ter having lodged with one of them, [ 
went with the family in the carriage 
that took them to L—: we found seve- 
ral brethren on the road, and we arriv- 
ed here on Saturday night at 9: every 
house in the village lodged strangers, 
and many of the inhabitants came out to 
light us on the road. 

I have told you that L— is a wonder- 
derful man of God: he is made for ex- 
erting an universal love: he is himself 
all love. Yesterday he preached out- 
side of the church, for it could not con- 
tain the auditors by thousands. What 
a wonderful time is this in which we are 
now living, to see and hear Jesus Christ 
preached, and the pure gospel, in the 
open air, in the fields, before thousands 
of auditors, furnished with the word of 
God by pastors of all confessions! God 
be praised. 

IL.— has received a yery honourable 
call from P. G— who has given orders 
upon his whole route, that they should 
give him protection and help without re- 
striction, every thing he could ask for. 
I gave him to take with him into R— 
one of my addresses to form Auxiliar 
Societies; and in the midst of the tu- 
mult of these days I spoke with him e- 
lone for more than an hour. 

I do notin the least doubt but that all 
the grand and glorious news which I 
communicate to you, excites a lively joy, 
and I myself rejoice also in the same. 
All the Christians of this village are in 
a state of spiritual joy which delights the 
heart. ‘They remind me of those of 
B— (near S—) they have a decided 
predilection for us Protestants as lively 
as we feel for them ; all give us the right 
hand of fellowship, wait upon us, and 
are full of love one towards the other. 
Oh yes, one sees truly among Christians, 
whether faith is any thing but de belief 
of a doctrine, or a work of God, 

Although I passed so rapidly through 
N—. 0 notwith tanding atteyded at a 
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meeting of the principal persons, con- 
vened expressly ; and I speut the three 
last days with H— who lodged me, and 
with whom [ still remain till after to- 
morrow. —I must finish. I recommend 
to you the greatest ci-cumspection in 
the publication of my letter, or of €x- 
tracts. 


P. S. G— (6 leagues from it. ) 
What scenes! What a tumult! But 
how affecting a tumult! What thanks 
ought I not to render God for having led 
ime, after a journey of eight weeks, pre- 
cisely to such a day as this! Language 
cannot convey to you all that we have 
seen during the last six hours. Here at 
G—, at six leagues from G—, a little 
Protestant village, the streets are cover- 
ed with people, the door of the Inn 
shocked up, carriages of all kinds flock- 
ing in, and the people pressing round us 
on account of this dear L—- in whom the 
eople feel the presence of the Spirit of 
Bod, and a messenger of glad tidings. 
Wé set off this morning at ten, after 
having had all the morning and all the 
last days of the preceding week, the 
house filed with people taking leave 
with tears, and who always returned 
sobbing. This morning the people were 
ranged in two lines to let L— pass 
through: the children carried branches 
of willow ; many persons had prepared 
to welcome him by singing: but the mo- 
ment that this dear and faithful shepherd 


appeared, the poor people instead of 


singing, stammered out some aceents, 
and burst into tears : the lamentation be- 
came general : their tears turned to sobs, 
the sobs to cries: the whole mass cried 
out aloud: the air resounded with their 
grief: our dear friend hastened to get 
into his carriage; the mob run for a 
long time, crying after him as he drove 
rapidly off, and we came away. I ex- 
pected the scene would be touching; but 
it was truly heart-rending. 

We thought al! was now over, but we 
were widely mistaken : two leagues far- 
ther we passed by a little town: more 
people secing him, ran afterthe carriage: 
the crow: increased, and in the midst of 
another scene of tears, aud blessings, 
and farewells, we entered the inn, before 
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which was again assembled a multitude 
of people, who demanded 0 see the 
man that had preached to them grace 
and pardon. And these concourses of 
people, these blessings, and these per- 
sons in tears, took place, more or less, 
in all the villages through which we 
passed. ‘The people followed us whe 
form the suite, and saluted us with joy, 
because they think that we also are of 
the Lord. 

Five o’clock in the evening. An hour 
here; the bell is ringing for a meeting, 
at which L— is going to preside: re- 
member that this is a Protestant town, 
and that the meeting is on account of the 
greatness of the crowd, to be held in the 
town hall. Without, the square is full. 
I am going to distribute some tracts. 

I must tell you that one sees in the 
faces of the Christians of these countries, 
and in these peculiar circumstances par- 
ticularly, a joy which strikes the eye. 
The innkeepers receive you with civili- 
ty; the servants cover you with kind- 
ness, hasting to serve you, are all assi- 
duity, seasoning every thing with grace ; 
in a word, one may say of them all, 
“ See how they love one another.” One 
greets another in the street without 
knowing him; accosts him in the same 
manner ; and all shew the difference be- 
tween the fruits of the Spirit and those 
of the flesh. Every thing reminds me 
of the awakening at B— and its neigl- 
bourhood, about which I pray to rejoice 
in all safety: it is of God there as it is 
here. 

I have made the acquaiutanct of sev- 
era! catholic ecclesiastics, who profess a 
faith as pure as one can desire, and are 
models of every Christian virtue ; also 
of a young W— pastor. Permit me 
once more to request you to communi- 


cate my letters to our brethren at G—. fF 
In passing by R— I convoked at 2 
shoemaker’s, the little remnant of an an- * 


cient flock of Moravians : 1 exorted them 
to pray together, and to meet often, 


which is always possible where there are 7 


few. 


From the same. S—, Oct. 26, 1819. 


=") 


Here I am by the grace of God re} 


turned safe, and have now before mej 
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three of your letters to which I ought 
shortly to reply. We received last 
week 300 Catholic Testaments from 
Paris, and we expect 203 more: but 
where are the German Bibles and Tes- 
taments? I ain beset for them the wh dle 
day long, by at least twenty persons ev- 
ery day. 

The Catholic Christians of Germa- 
uy are nearer throwing off the whole au- 
thority of the Pope than you think for. 
I have very strong proots of what I say, 
which I will communicate from time to 
time. V.. attacks from without; the 
others from within; the first is a hammer, 
the last a dissolvent ; and while the firstis 
destroying the edifice of antichrist, the 
others are building that ofGod. The proof 
that these last, though appearing to attack 
the evil but little, deal heavy against 5a- 
tan, is the fury with which he flies against 
them,much more than against theV. E.’s. 
I cannot therefore absolutely admit that 
these awakenings in Germany are not 
very great, very good and very rejoicing. 
li is\true that the people there have not 
that depth of knowledge of the Scrip- 
tuees which they have in England; but 
tiie Spirit operates in ditlerent ways ; 
sumeumes he enlightens, sometimes he 
iujlames ; and, in short, I doubt wheth- 
er it is possible to be more thoroughly 
Christian, than those whom I have seen 
at —. 

ihe Christians of this town are under 
the yreatest oppression, and are convinc- 
ed iat they will soon separate from Po- 
pery. A brother of Mr. H—, a man 
endowed -with great natural talents, and 
alsy with the grace of God, employs him- 
self wholly to teed this flock, and asked 
me i in case that all temporal resource 
was iaken away trom him, he could re- 
main there in the service of your society. 
T assured him with joy that he might, 
and you may consider him from this mo- 
ment as one of your missionaries, though 
he has not yet need of your support. 
He spoke to me also of a young man a- 
mong them, who will come probably al- 
so into the service of your Society here 
at 5—. 

L— will ask in R— for a church to 
be left entirely to his direction, and he 
will form init a Christian Church. What 
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think you of the idea which I have to of- 
fer him on your part to be member of 
the committee of your society? 1 think 
that we shall make there a brilliant and 
useful acquisition. He will have in his 
powcr the most effectual means to act 
for you in R—. 


—_—_—_— 


MISSION AND SCHOOL AT BRAINERD. 


Our readers have been informed, that the 
Prudential Committee of the A. B, C.F M. 
in order to secure the most satisfactory and 
authentic accdunts of the mission among the 
Cherokees, and thus to sustain the confidence 
of the Christian puplic in the plan of operations 
there commenced, at an carly period appoint- 
ed a Visiting Committee from among highly 
repectable individuals in the state of ‘enues- 
see. ‘The second Keport of this Committee is 
now subjoiued. The first was made in May, 
1818, and an extract from it was published in 
our volume for that year.—Panoplist. 


“ Brainerd, December 13, 1819, 

The Visiting Committee have not 
been able to make arrangements to visit 
the missionary station a second time be- 
fore the present date; and but two of 
their number have had it in their power 
to attend evennow. ‘The Rev. William 
Eagleton of Kingston, Tenn. has been 


obliging enough to come with us, and . 
will sign this Report as a spectator” 


and witness of the examination of the 
state of the mission. 

Since the date of the last Report, 
there have been considerable improve- 
ments made. Four cabins have been 
built jor the accommodation of the pu- 
pils, besides a large cabin house, ig 
which the girls are taught. ‘There is al- 
so the frame of a barn raised and cover- 
ed, which will be commodious and use- 
ful, when finished. ‘lhe whele farm is 
enclosed by excellent fences, and about 
thirteen acres of fresh land have beer 
cleared ; eight of which, we are inform- 
ed, have been done by the labour of 
boys in the school, in the morning and 
evening. ‘The last season the farm was 
cultivated as follows : six acres in wheat, 
five in rye, and thirty in corn, besides 
potatoes and turnips, and a large garden. 

The live stock belonging to the sta- 
tion, was reported to us as being pretty 
numerous; and what we saw was if 
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good condition. ‘There are ten horses, 
seventy horned’ cattle, thirty sheep, and 
hogs of all sizes about one hundred and 
fifly. There belongs to the station some 
other property, asa cart, three waggons, 
a yoke of oxen, farming utensils, &c. 

Since your Committee last visited this 
station the school has been divided, and 

the girls and boys are now taught in 
separate houses. The Rev. William 
Chamberlain teaches the boys and di- 
rects them when out of school. Miss Sa- 
ralx Hoyt teaches the girls, and directs 
their employment when out of school. 
The number-of boys in the school is 42 ; 
the number of the girls 25. A few 
more are, as we are informed, entered 
in each school, who are now absent; 
some on Visits to their parents, and some 
en account of sickness and for fear of it. 
The pupils are under the age of fifteen, 
except two males, who may be twenty 
ox upwards, and two females, who may 
be about eighteen or nineteen. A great 
many of them: have entered smce our 
last visit, and some of them have been 
here but a short time. ‘The great ma- 
jority are making very pleasing progress, 
both in their studies, and in Jearning to 
speak the English language. 

The order and good conduct of these 
children in school, at the table, and in 
ihe church, are truly exemplary. Their 
cheerfulness in yielding obedience to all 
that is required of them, either in or out 
of school, is rarely exceeded by the best 
managed childien among ourselves. 

The facility with which they learn to 
write, has often been remarked: the 
specimeps which we have seen of the 
writing of the present scholars con- 
firm the fact. ‘Their progress in spel- 
ling and reading is encouraging, consid- 
ering the difficulty they have to encoun- 
ter in speaking and pronouncing our 
language. Many of them have commit- 
ted to memory a part of the Assembly’s 
Catechism, and some chapters of the 
New ‘Testament, which they repeated 
with ease. 

The instructors have adopted a meth- 
od of treating the scholars which meets 
#ur most cordial approbation, and must 
bave the happiest effect. After supper, 
they are al] collected in the girl’s school 
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house, and are seated ia order or the 
right and left, and in front. A hymn is 
sung by nremory, in which all join; then 
questions are proposed by Mr. Chamber- 
lain on the first principles ef the Chris- 
tian religion, which all answer. Then 
the reasons fer the answer which has 
been given are demanded. They an- 
swer again in the language of Holy Writ. 
After questioning them in this manner 
awhile, another hymn is sung; then 
questions are proposed again in the same 
manner, thus alternating questions and 
singing an hour or two. ‘The exercises 
are closed by prayer. Perhaps no ex- 
pedient could be chosen, better calcula- 
ted to have the children rooted and 
grounded in the first principles of our ho- 
ly religion, than this. Your Committee 
witnessed with peculiar sensations, the 
eflect produced on some of them. They 
were attentive, solemn, and tender, even 
to tears. 


‘An excellence in the management of 


this missionary station is, that the p apils 
are not only taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, with the principles and wor- 
ship inculcated in the word of God,— 
but they are instructed in the most use- 
ful arts of civilized life. The boys learn 
the use of the hoe and the axe, while the 
girls learn the use of the spinning wheel 
and needle. ‘Fhe instructress of the 


girls informed us, that since the 16th of 


March last, the girls had made eighty 
garments, such as shirts, pantaloons, 
&ec. without including smaller articles ; 
that they had pieced thirteen bedquilts, 
and quilted nine. We examined a part 
of this work, and it appeared to’ be well 
done. 

Your Committee, on their first visit. 
were not more affected by any thing re- 
laiing to the whole mission, than by the 
infaut church here planted in the wilder- 
ness. We are happy to find, that it has 
increased, by the addition of such as we 
hope shall be saved. Four of the na- 
tives have made a public profession of 
religion and two blacks, since our last 
visit. We have also seen or heard of five 
or six who are under strong impressions 
from the Spirit of God; some of whom 
give an evidence of being the hopefal 
subjects of a saving change of heart. All 
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with whom we have met, converse with 
vreat freedom, concerning their lost and 
helpless state, as sinners, their views and 
feelings respecting the Saviour, and with 
an artless simplicity not easily describ- 
ed. 

Among the various circumstances, 
that must interest the feelings of any 
Christian friend of many who may visit 
this station, a short detail of one or two 
will not be unacceptable to the Board. 


_Last Christmas, a young man called John 


Arch, who had been born and bred in the 
mountains near the confines of South 
Carolina, happened to be at Knoxville, 
where he met with Mr. Jlall, wko in- 
formed him, that there was a school in 
the nation. As soon as he went home, 
he took his gun and wandered off in 
search of the place, which, we hope, has 
proved to him the house of God and the 
gate of heaven. After travelling one 
hundred and fifty miles, he arrived at 
the missionary station ; told the mission- 
aries he had come to attend school, and 
offered them his gun, his only property, 
for clothes. His appearance was so 
wild and forbidding, the missionaries 
said they hesitated to receive him, inas- 
much as he was upwards of 20 years of 
age. He would not be put off. They 
took him on trial. In a short time, he 
discovered a thoughtful concern about 
his soul, and now gives the most satis- 
factory evidence of a gracious change of 
heart. His thirst for knowledge is great. 
ble has learned to read and write well; 
though he has not been more than ten 
months at school. Sometime after he 
became serious, he was accused of hav- 
ing done some improper act; he was 
conscious of innocence, and could not 
well brook the false charge. That 
evening he was missing, aud the next 
morning the conclusion was, that he had 
gone off. But about nine o'clock he 
came in. Upon being questioned res- 
pecting his absence, he gave the follow- 
ing account. “TI felt angry, and knew 
that it was wicked, but I could not sup- 
press it; and I went toseek the Saviour 
that he might reconcile my heart.” It 
appeared that he had been praying and 
wrestling with God all night. He says 
“be often feels strongly inclined to tell 
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the Indians about God and the Saviour, 
but he knows so little, he thinks it would 
not please God.” He desires to obtain 
an education, that he may preach. The 
history of this young man, and the ac- 
count he gives of himself are so pleasing, 
that brother Eagleton, with the advice 
and consent of the missionaries, has 
agreed to take him home with him, to su- 
perintend his course of preparation for 
the Gospel ministry. 

The writer of the Apocalypse beheld 
a great multitude of all nations and kin- 
dred and people and tongues standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, 
who cried with a loud voice, “ saying, 
salvation to our God who sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb.” We 
cannot but regard, among other things, 
the following fact as a fulfilment in part 
of this prophetic vision. ‘Two of the 
most advanced female scholars, mem- 
bers of the church, have put into verse, 
in the Cherokee language, a number of 
hymns, and composed one entirely. 
These hynms we heard sung with great 
interest. We send you one of them with 
its translation. That this people and 
their language should be employed in 
hymning the praises of heaven, is among 
the strange events of the day. me 

Are not the wilderness and the solita- 
ry place beginning to be glad, and the 
desart to rejoice and blossom as the rose? 
Here the ransomed of the Lord are re- 
turning and coming to Zion with songs—— 
literally with songs—aud everlasting 
joy; they have obtained joy auibglad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing have fled 
away. It is enough to warm a heart of 
ice and dissolve a heart of stone, to 
see and hear from these late savages of 
the forest, the evidence of all conquer- 
ing grace on their hearts. Ilas not the 
Board—has not the Christian public— 
already received an ample reward for all 
the toil and expense, to which they have 
submitted, even if another immortal 
being should not be gathered into the 
fold of the great Shepherd and Bishop ot 
our souls ¢ 

On the whole, your Committee axe 
more and more convinced of the prati- 
cability of civilizing and christianizing 
this long neglected people. They arr 
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capable of every noble feeling of our na- 
ture to a high degree :—of the warmest 
affection, tenderness, and gratitude. ‘Lhe 
children are sprightly and sagacious, and 
on many subjects, discover an excellent 
judgment. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s supper 
was administered the day after we arri- 
ved, it being the Sabbath. The congre- 
gation contained more than one hundred ; 
they behaved with great decorum. Fa- 
ther Hoyt presented the little Osage cap- 
tive, whom he has adopted, for baptism. 
He was called John Oxage Ross. 

Isaac ANDERSON, 
Mattruew Donatp, 
WiiiiaM EAac.eron. 





MISSIONS TO THE INDIANS. 


It is surprising to see with what alacrity ev- 
ery benevolent enterprise for the conversion 
of the heathen is entered into. A proposition 
was only made to send an embassy of mercy 
to the Osage Indians, and the ranks are filled 
up with volunteers at a moment’s warning 

A Plan to evangelize the Indian tribes was 

ublished in our Paper last summer, under the 
title of “ The Missionary Church, (see p. 154) 
This plan, like many others of importance at 
the present day, which at first appear “ like a 
man’s hand,” but soon spread over the hori- 
zon, is now rising into maturity. Arrange- 
ments are actually making to carry it into ef- 
fect, as will be seen by the following extract of 
a letter from our Correspondent in the state of 


Ohio. 


Dear Sir—It may be pleasing to the 
friends of Indian Missions, and I trust 
your heart will be animated with the 

rosfiect, that the Mission hinted at in 
the LOth No. of your paper is actual 
ly going into operation. Arrange- 
ments are now making in forming a 
company of pious families and young 
people who will start by water down 
the Ohio, about the ist of March next. 
The plan hinted at has been censider- 
ably improved. All armory of carnal 
weapons are given up, and the weap 
ms for the spiritual warfare are to be 
the only means of defence under the 
Captain of our salvation. Those who 
agree to go, give themselves, and their 
substance to the Lord. 

We had in view the Osage Mission, 
until we saw in your paper, No. 43, 
the call was auswered by the Rey. Win. 
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F. Vail, and others. We turn our at- 
tention to the Pawnies and Mahaws, 
farther up the Missouri. The Lord is 
about to visitthe laud that hath been 
always waste. 
From the Connecticut Journal. 
THE OSAGE INDIANS. 


So little is known to the great body 
of the community, concerning the coun- 
try and its inhabitants beyond the Missis- 
sippi, and so much interest has recently 
been excited by the Osage Mission, that 
most of our readers will be gratified with 
the least information concerning this na- 
tion ofsavages. Inthe years 1806 and 
1807,Lt. Z. M. Pike accomplished an ex- 
pedition from the mouth of the river 
Missouri, to the head waters of the Ar- 
kansaw and the Rio Del Norte; and itis 
from his diary that we derive the few 
facts which we propose to notice. Of 
all the numerous and powerful nations 
which inhabit the vast country bounded 
by the Mississippi on the east, by the 
Missouri and its tributary La Platte on 
the north, by the Yellow Stone or Red 
river on the south, and the Pacific on 
the west, the Osage seem in many res- 
pects the most eligibly situated, especial- 
ly for learning and practising the arts of 
civilization. ‘Their nation is composed 
of three villages, two of which, and of 
these is the principal one, called the 
grand Osage village, are situated on the 
Osage river, at a small distance asunder. 
The other, the little Osage village, sep- 
arated from the grand Osage about one 
hundred years ago, and their chiefs hav- 
ing obtained permission to lead forth a 
colony, moved on to the Missouri, but 
after some years, Gacling themselves too 
hard pressed by their enemies obtained 
permission to retura, and setilea down 
within six miles of the original village. 
The third, not more than forty years 
since, moved on the waters of the Ar- 
kansaw. in a South-westerly direction 
from the two former, and at the time of 
Lieut. Pike’s expedition, were becom- 
ing the most flourishing branch, owing 
to the great abundance of game in their 
vicinity. For this reason, Lieut. P. 
thought it would be possible to effect a 
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general emigration of the nation from 
the banks of the Osage river to the wa- 
ters of the Arkansaw, and that, if upper 
Louisiania is to the settled, it would be- 
come the interest of the United States to 
encourage their emigration. ‘The rea- 
sons which appear to have induced this 
opinion, are very obvious. The banks 
of the Osage river for a considerable ex- 
tent on each side, from the mouth to its 
source, are represented as presenting in 
almost every respect a delightful coun- 
try; inviting to civilized man both in the 
excellence of its soil, and the abundance 
of its timber. Whereas, the country 
south is principally composed of prairies, 
and even the banks of the river, as well 
as other parts, have not wood enough to 
furnish fuel for more than a residence of 
fifteen or twenty years. ‘The course of 
the Osage river is from the North-west 
to the North-east, and after traversing a 
very winding track of about seven hun- 
dred miles, it unites with the Missouri 
from one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred miles, (judging by inspection from 
ihe distance laid down upon the map) 


‘from the confluence of that river with the 


Mississippi. Following the current of 
the Osage river, the grand Osage village 
cannot be less that five hundred miles 
from its mouth, and if the map which 
we have examined does not deceive us, 
the grand village must be more than sev- 
en hundred miles beyound the Mississip- 
pi. This is a very loose estimate, and 
may vary considerably one way or the 
other, as it is difficult to judge with ac- 
curacy merely by looking at the map. 
The distance however would probably 
be found to be more, rather than less, up- 
on an accurate estimate. 

The Osages are considered by the na- 
tives south and west of them, as a brave 
warlike people, but are not considered 
equal in battle to their northern brethren. 

Lieut. Pike calls their government an 
oligarchical Republic, where the chiefs 
propose, and the people decide on all 
public measures. The bulk of the na- 
tion consists of warriors and hunters, 
which are synonymous terms with them, 
and the remainder composed of two clas- 
ses, cooks and doctors. ‘The latter of 
whom likewise exercise the functions of 
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priests and magicians, and have great in- 
fluence on the councils of the nation, by 
their pretended divinations, interpreta- 
tions of dreams, and their magical per- 
formances, ‘The cooks are either for 
general use, or attached particularly to 
the family of some great man.” Dis- 
tinguished warriors, who have become 
old and infirm, having lost all their 
friends, frequently take up the profession 
of cooks, and are supported by the pub- 
lic or their patron; they also act as 
town criers, to call the chiefs to coun- 
cils and to feasts. 

“ The Osage lodges are generally con- 
structed with upright posts, put firmly in 
the ground, of about twenty feetin height, 
with a crotch at the top; they are gener- 
ally about twelve feet distant from each 
other; in the crotch of those posts are 
put the ridge poles, over which are bent 
small poles, the end of which are brought 
down and fastened to a row of stakes of 
about five feet in height; these stakes 
are fastened together with three horizon- 
tal bars, and form the flank walls of the 
lodge. The gable ends are generally 
broad slabs and rounded off to the ridge 
pole. ‘The whole of the building and 


sides are covered with matting made of 


rushes, of two or three feet in lengtii, 
and four feet in width, which are joined 
together, and entirely exclude the rain. 
The doors are in the side of the building, 
and generally are one on each side. 
The fires are made in holes in the cen- 
tre of the lodge; the smoke ascending 
through apertures left in the roof for the 
purpose ; at one end of the dwelling isa 
raised platform, about three feet from the 
ground, which is covered with bear skins, 
and generally holds all the little choice 
furniture of the master, and on which re- 
pose his honourable guests.” 

The Osages cultivate the soil so far 
as to raise large quanties of corn, beans, 
and pumpkins, which they manage with 
the utmost economy, to make it last from 
year to year. All the agricultural labor 
is however done by the women. 

The humane policy adopted by the 
United States toward the Indian tribes, 
of reconciling their differences and acting 
as mediators between them, hos liad « 
powerful influence upon the Osages of 
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the grand and little village. Every pre- 
paratory step seems to have been taken 
for their reception of this mission, and it 
is to be hoped that their local situation, 
their friendly understanding with the 
United States, and their anxiety to re- 
ceive Our missionaries among them, will 
conspire with the blessing of God to 
crown the labours of our missionaries 
with the most abundant success. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
From the Religious Reporter. 


REVIVAL IN A SABBATH SCHOOL AT 
LEWIS, N. Y- 


It will ever refresh the hearts of 
Christians, to hear of the wonderful 
works of God, in the conversion of their 
fellow men. 

When the powerful energies of this 
spirit are displayed in renewing the 
young and blessing them to Christ, the 
work becomes more deeply interesting ; 
such a display of his grace has been wit- 
nessed, the past winter in Lewis. I 
commenced teaching a school in that 
place, about the first of December last, 
and soon after a Sabbath School was in- 
stituted. A general attendance of the 
youth was requested. Nineteen attend- 
ed the first school and recited ; thirty 
six the second ; and forty-two the third. 
They were from six to twenty-six years of 
age. The number of scholars soon af- 
ter increased to between eighty and nine- 
ty. At this time, a general stupidity on 
the subject of religion prevailed ; and 
for some time after, no particular seri- 
ousness was discovered on the minds of 
any. On the contrary, all appeared 
thoughtless and unconcerned, with regard 
to the eternal destinies of their souls. 
Opportunities were sought and improv- 
ed, for conversing with them individual- 
ly ; and they were exhorted to give an 
immediate and solemn attention to the 
subject of religion. ‘The compassion of 
the Saviour, and the guilt of neglecting 
his invitations of mercy, were set before 
them. All this they seemed to regard 
with cold indifference. Not far from 
the middle of December, there were 
some tokens of approaching good. A 

general and increasing anxiety to read 
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the Scriptures, was very manifest; and 
they appeared to listen to religious in- 
struction, with uncommon interest.— 
Some individuals began to be thoughtful. 
The first Sabbath in January was a sol- 
emn day. A sermon was addressed to 
Christians on the importance of a revi- 
val of religion. All were attentive. The 
monthly concert of prayer, was held the 
next day atevening. Some of the youth 
present, were affected. ‘Tuesday morn- 
ing I went inte the school house, and 
found several scholars in tears. Others 
came in soon after, apparently in great 
distress. The cause was soon appar- 
ent—it was a deep conviction of sin. 
This day will long be remembered by all 
who witnessed this interesting scene- 
At the close of the school, every remain- 
ing doubt, that a work of God had com- 
menced among these youth, was remov- 
ed. They were then told that the Ho- 
ly Spirit was evidently operating on 
their hearts; and entreated, as they val- 
ued their future and eternal happiness, 
not to “ grieve the Spirit.” This decla- 
ration seemed like a shock of electrici- 
ty,reaching every heart. They appear- 
ed unwilling to depart; and, when they 
were told that it was necessary for them 
to return to their homes, they went a- 
way with great reluctance. The fol- 
lowing day they returned still more sol- 
emn. In the afternoon, when [ entered 

the school, I found them in different parts 
of the house, reading their Bibles. The 
sight was affecting. It had been object- 
ed to the Sabbath School, that it would 
interrupt their other studies. ‘To remove 
this objection, they were prohibited from 

reading the Bible in schocl hours. They 

now came, entreating that they might 

read it, adding, “we can read nothing 
else.” This" request was cheerfully 

granted; and there was soon reason to 
rejoice at the effect. The more they 
read the Scriptures, the more pungent 
were there convictions of sin, and the 

more earnest their desire to be delivered 
for its power. While reading, they 

were frequently observed to weep ith 

the greatest agitations of mind. Several! 

came to the Sabbath School on the fol- 
lowing Sabbath, who had not been in 

the other schvol during the week. When 
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they saw the distress of their companions, 
they began to inquire, * Does not this 
subject concern us also?” Four of them 
were struck with powerful conviction. 

The seriousness continued about 12 
days, when it began to decrease; and 
there was less visible anxiety about eter- 
nal things. Fears were entertained that 
the rich blessing, which we had antici- 
pated, would be lost. 
pects soon began to brighten. ‘T'wo in- 
dividuals, who had been for sometime 
under purgent conviction began to re- 
joice in their Saviour, and to express 
their astonishmest, that they had been so 
jong blind to all the excellencies of His 
character. 

Conferences soon became crowded 
and solemn; and christians were ani- 


mated and ardent in their addresses to _ 


the throne of grace. A meeting was ap- 
pointed for the express purpose of con- 
versing with those who were enquiring. 
At this meeting unusual solemnity per- 
vaded every countenance. All were si- 
lent as the house of death. It was evi- 
dent that the Lord was there. At the 
close of the meeting, those who request- 
ed the prayers of Christians were re- 
quested to rise. ‘The request was no 
sooner made, than all unanimously rose. 
Another meeting was appointed for the 
same purpose, and instead of the solemn 
silence, which prevailed at the former, 
sinners laboring under the horrors of an 
awakened conscience, wept aloud. No- 
thing was said te excite passions; buta 
deliberate address was made to the un- 
derstanding. When the exercises were 
closed. not an individual left the house, 
until they were told, it was their duty to 
kcep seasonable hours. ‘Thenthey said, 
** How can we go away without an inter- 
est in the Saviour? Do pray for us we 
shall perish.” One, who had resisted 
all the pressing invitations of p.ous 
friends, and remained thougiitless amid 
the general concern, was arrested while 
going to this meeting, and led to see the 
awful depravity of her heart. She re- 
mained three days in the deepest an- 
guish, when she was brought to rejoice 
in her Saviour. ‘The number of hspe- 
ful converts was soon increased to six- 
teen, from twelve to twenty-three years 


But our pros- - 
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ofage. This work of the Lord howey- 
er, was not exclusively confined to chil- 


dren and youth, those more advanced in 


life, were brought to lay down the weap- 
ons of their rebellion, and join im the 
song of redeeming love. ‘There are now 
thirty five, who are rejoicing in the hope 
of a blessed immortality, twenty seven 
of whom are members of the Sabbath 
School. Others are enquiring for the 
way tolife. Those who have hope give 
very good evidence of a change of heart. 
Twenty of them have recently been re- 
ceived into the church. 

The work is at present confined, 
principally, to two school districts which 
are united in the Sabbath School. Al- 
though not extensive it is very general. 
Almost every house has been visited 
with seriousness; And it is to be hoped 
that the Lord has yet many rich blessings 
for that people. 

A Friend of Sabbath Schools. 





UTILITY OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


The following extract of a letter 
from the Rev. George Scott, at Hooks. 
town, Penn. dated the 8d inst. furnish- 


es evidence of the salutary influence | 
of Sabbath Schools on the rising gen-, ° 


eration. It is sincerely hoped, that 
now in the opening spriug, the humble 
and faithful disciples of Christ, every 
where, will volunteer their services as 
teachers, and engage and persevere 
with the utmost zeal and energy in 
the unspeakably important business of 
instructing ciildren and youth of eve- 
ry description in the knowledge of the 
truth of God’s holy word. Success in 
this good work is not to be expected 
withoui perseverance and unwearied 
application, as well as zeal, on the part 
of the teachers We hear of Sabbath 
Schools dwindling away. ‘The fault 
is generally found in the teachers, who 
indeed embark with apparent zeal in 
this good cause, but look back alter 
thes have put their hands to the plough, 
grow weary of the labor of iustruction, 
and disgracefully desert their posts !— 
Let vot Christians ever be weary in 
well doing ; for in due season they shall 
reap if they faint not. Are there not 
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thousands of children running wild in 


our streets, our commons, our foresis, 


on the Lord’s day, destitute of religious 
instruction and practising every abom- 
ination? Are there none among the 
professed followers of Christ, who feel 
a benevolent concern for the salvation 
of their precious aud immortal souls ? 
And can nothing be done to save them 
from everlasting ruin, and bring them 
to th» knowledge of the truth? From 
the tria!s that have been made, we are 
fully pursuaded that Sabbath Schools 
might be instituted, and by the grace 
of God, prove a real blessing in every 
city, town, village and destitute settle- 
ment, if competent, zealous, faithful 
and indefatigable instructors could be 
procured. Now who is on the Lord’s 
side? Who is willing to sacrifice bis 
ease for the honor of God and the good 
of perishing sinners? or rather, where 
is the young person male or female, 
who has tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, and is able to assist in the busi- 
mess of the Sabbath Schools, who is 
not waiting with an ardent desire for 
an opportunity of doing something for 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom? We flatter ourselves, that 
we shall be so happy as to hear of 
the multiplication, prosperity, and 
blessed fruits of those benevolent insti- 
tutions in every State and Territory 
in the Union. 

‘With respect to the state of religion 
we have nothing now of an extraordi 
nary nature; yet appearances are con- 
siderably flattering, especially among 
gome of our youth in the Sabbath 
Schools. These institutions have been 
useful in exciting at least a more than 
ordinary attention ; and an emulation 
to excel in committing to memory the 
precious word of God appears stili to 
increase. I have introduced questions 
in the school and require answers from 
scriptures, or the answers to be proved 
by the scriptures. The ques'ions are 
such as these ; What is the one thing 
needful? Whatis the most proper.sea- 
son to seek this one thing needful ? 
What is the duty which you owe to 
your parents, or masters? How ought 
vou to behave so as to-support the dig 
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nity of Sabbath scholars? To these 
questions, appropriate answers have 
been given ; and considerable feelins 
was manifested when I spoke upon 
the questions myself. J trust the Lord 
will raise up.some fruit from the seed 
thus sown. Whatever may be the e- 
vent here, [ am well satisfied that Sab. 
bath Schools are among the best hu. 
man institutions for the promotion of 
the glory of God among our youth 
and children.” Chillicothe Rec. 


—_—_—_ 


OBITUARY. 
DEACON EBENEZER WALKER. 


‘Died at Granville, Washington County, 
N. Y. April 7th, 1829, Deacon Expenezer 
Wa ker, in the 7ist yearof his age. In the 
death of Deacon Walker, his family and con- 
nections have sustained an irreparable loss, 
and the Church have lost one of their strone- 
est pillars—one of their most shining lights. 
He was one of 7 persons who, about 38 years 
ago; united and formed the first Congregation. 
at Church in Granville. 4 few months after 
the Church was organized, he was chosen 
their first Deacon. Possessing an equanimity of 
temper in an unusual degree,a mildness of dis- 
position peculiarly distinguishing, and an ar- 
dent desire for the glory of God, he was qualifi- 
ed in an eminent degree to fill the important 
office which he sustained in the Church. In al! 
matters of difficulty in the Church Deacon 
Walker stood foremost in defence of the 
cause—in supporting the laws of Christ's 
house with the tenderest affections of a Father 
—with that meekness which is the effect of 
divine love shed abroad in the heart hé would 
address the backsliding, disarm them of their 
carnal weapons, show them their wanderings, 
and generally under God was made the happy 
instrument of bringing them back to “ walk in 
the footsteps of the flock.” In sickness he 
was pre-eminently kind and comforting. His 
language was the language of Canaan, for 
he had learned of him “who groaned in 
spirit” to mingle tears, and sympathize with 
the afflicted. His religion was that of the 
heart; it was an every day business; it gov- 
erned all his views and regulated all his ac- 
tions. He viewed every departure from a 
strict observance of the Lord’s day as a great 
offence against God. By his example in the 
great points of practical religion he commend- 
ed himself to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God. In truth it may be said, “ He 
used the office of a Deacon well and purchas- 
ed to himself a good degree, and great bold- 
ness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. Al- 
though the Christian character of Deacon 
Walker, through a long life of eminent useful- 
ness, traly aderned his profession; yet in his 


distressing sickness, and triumphant death, the 
power cf that grace ° 
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itted, shone with greaterlustre. Before he was 
seized with that distressing sickness which 
terminated his valuable life, his mind was 
deeply impressed with tbe sentiment, that the 
time of his departure was at band ; and when 
taken ill expressed a willingness to de- 
part. Inhis sickness he was afraid he should 
mauifest impatience ; that he should do some- 
thing to dishonour God; and said to Mrs. W 
“| sometimes groan on account of the distres- 
sing situation of the Church—sometimes on 
account of my dear family; but not on ac- 
count of what I suffer” Toevery one who 
visited him in bis sickness he gave counsel, ad- 
monition or warning. To one who visited 
him he said, “ {have said a great deal about 
religion; Lam glad that Ihave; I now feel 
its truth; I feel it in my soul; I have had 
more enjoyment in this sickness than I ever 
had before in my life; such discoveries of the 
love and mercy of God ; such sweet consola- 
tion in his promises; oh! how precious. 
What shou!d I now do without an interest in 
Christ ? What a poor situation thisto prepare 
for death ? I had thought that my house stood 
stronz, but God has shaken it to its centre, and 
I feel that | am but feeble dust. I know in 
whom I have believed and that he will keep 
that which | bave committed unto bim until 
the day of the LordJesus__I| have no merit of 
my own to plead; my trust is alone in the 
merits of the Saviour” After a severe strag- 
gle he said to one who stood by him, “ this 
poor tabernacle is racked in every corner, and 
must sson be taken down, and Jam glad. It 
must mingle with the dust, but at the resurrec- 
rection it will be raised a glorious structure. 
lam willing to endure any thing but the com- 
pany of wicked men in the prison of Hell.” 
His abhorrence of sin was such that in his 
view it was the worst of evils. At another 
time he said to one of the brethren, “I have 
nothing to do; I am waiting for orders; wait- 
ing for the chariot to come ; ready to step in ; 
Ihave committed the Church unto God, he 
will take care of it. 1 have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith, henceforth there 1s laid 
up for me a crown that fadeth not away.” 
At another time he said, “ I know that I shall 
not be deceived ; I know that my Redeemer 
will not turn me off with the ungodly ; for I 
never delighted in their company ; f never 
chose them for my companions The Lord 
Jesus never did, nor ever will deceive me. I 
do not expect so high a place in my Saviour’s 
love as “ Poor Sarah ;” i am not halt as wor- 
thy.” At another time he observed to one 
who was attending upon him, “every severe 
pain Lfeel is pushing this poor old cottage o- 
ver; it wiil soon fall; perhaps this day. 
‘ And must this body die, 
This mortal frame decay ?’ 


Yes, it must; but ‘] know I have an bouse 
net made with bands, eternal in the beavens ;’ 
‘{ know that my Redeemer liveth, and though 
alter my skin worms destroy this bods, yet in 
my flesi { shall see God; whor | shail see tor 
vyself and imire eyes shal! belioll, wud uct 
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another.” To a little girl he said, “ Naney, 
does your papa pray with you?” ‘No sir,” 
was the reply “Oh! dear, I was afraid he 
did not, Go home and tell your father, Dea- 
con Walker is dying, aad that he must pray 
with his dear family Tell him I bear him no 
ili will, but love to bis precious soul prompts 
me to say this.” The day but one before his 
death he experienced, for a little season, the 
hidings of his Fathér’s countenance. He said, 
“ ] am afraid I have offended God by being toe 
impatient to depart. Itis all right. My dear 
Saviour sufered greater trials when ‘he 
cried My God, my God, why hast thou forsak- 
enme.” After singing a Hymn he said, “how 
sweet to sing the praises of the Redeemer 
here onearth. But what unspeakable joy to 
sing immortal praises with an immortal 
tongue. It is a pleasure to die if we can die 
singing. What are the honours, the riches, 
the pleasures of this vain world? They are 
nothing to me; take them all to yourselves; I 
would not exchange the happiness I enjey in 
one hour, on this dying bed, forall the world 
calls good or great.” The day preceding his 
death, he made some alterations in his will, in 
conse quence of the recent death of his young- 
est daughter. He was peculiarly favoured, 
as his distresses were almost wholly removed 
until he had completed every thing to his 
mind.) He was unusually animated and 
pleasant. When raised up inthe ded to exe- 
cute his will, he wrote with a steady hand, and 
said, “I do it with all my heart. This is the 
last business I have to do.” Friday morning 
a number of the.brethrep were present. He 
said, * don’t be idle, you have a great deal to 
do, either read or sing anhymn.’ The 54th 
Hymn of the 2d Book was then read, and he :‘ 
was asked if that would do. He answered, 
“ Yes, I feel every word of it"’ He then re- 

uested them to sing Mear, and united with 
them in singing with a clear and strong voice, 
and with a degree of animation difficult to de- 
scribe. In performing the last two lines of the 
last verse, 


‘ The wings of love and arms of faith 
Should bear me conqueror through, 


he raised his arms towards heaven as though 
he would then mount and fly away. He then 

ave in charge (to Mr. B. his son-in-law) his 

ying benediction and warning to his absent 
children. “ Tell them,” said he, “thatl love 
their souls—to be faithful unto death, Their 
trials have been many—may they all be sanc- 
tified tothem Oh! tell them that I am hap- 
py in death. May the Lord be with them 
and give them grace and faithfulness and a 
crown of life” To 8S. P. (his son-in-law) 
«« Dear child, fly to the Saviour and make no 
delay. Throw down the weapons of your re- 
bellion; fali down at the feet of Jesus. I 
now find religion worth ten thousand worlds. 
This is my last admonition. These are my 
dying words.” “Oh! Betsey, my precious 
child, be faithful in the cause of the . a Kie- 
deemer; keep aclose walk with God; don't let 
the world draw off your altention from divine 
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things: then will you be happy in time and 
through eternity. Tell Parmalee, (his grand- 
son, a youth of distinguished piety) to make 
religion the great business of life; te warn 
sinners; to be faithful; Oh tell him to be 
faithful ; and if he should be unable to get 
an education for the ministry, tell hint 
to join the mission at Brainerd: take an 
Indian school, and thus do something for 
the poor heathen; and may the Lord be 
with him.” During his whole sickness he ap- 
peared to feed upon the precious promises of 
God, which he called to mind and repeated 
with emphasis. He selected the 3d verse of 
the 14th chapter of the Gospel of Johu as the 
foundation of his funeral sermon. He thea 
spake of the certainty that death was near, 
and engaged in prayer for Divine support. 
Some expressions he used at that time are no- 
ticed. “ This is the right road, though it is the 
valley of death—there is no escape—thou- 
sands have gone before—Dear Jesus, grant 
me thy presence through the dark valley— 
thou hast conducted thousands through before 
—thon art well able fo conduct thy poor un- 
worthy servant through—f trust my soul to af 
fatherly care. { can’t plead as ‘ Poor Sarah’ did; 
Ihave not half the humility which she had— 
Oh! Dear Jesus, how painful was thy death— 
perhaps so confined as not to turn thy head. 
Thy hands and feet torn with ragweed nails. 
Thy side pierced with the crael spear. How 
different my situation: here [ am, placed on 
this downy bed, surrounded by kind friends, 
exerting thems*lves to minister to me conso- 
lation.” About two o'clock, P. M. his distress 
Was very great, and it appeared that he was 
in the last agonies of expiring nature. His 
distress, however, abated ; but he could con- 
verse nO MoRE ; and he breathed out bis spi- 
ri! into she bosom of bis dear Saviour. Dea- 
con Walker lived to experience the faithful- 
ness of his covenant God, in bringing all his 
children to walk in tae ‘statutes of the Lord.’ 
Let this serve to excite Christians to greater 
faithfulness. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

A venerable clergyman, from whom 

a remittance for the education of hea- 
then children was received some months 
ago, urges upon the conductors of Sab- 
bath Schools the importance of giving re- 
wards for proficiency, which rewards are 
to be collected at regular periods, and 
devoted to the education of heathen chil- 
dren. He had witnessed the good ef- 
fects of sucha plan. It gave an excel- 
lent opportunity to an instructor to press 
upon the consciences of his pupils some 
of the most important and salutary 
truths. He had seen a hundred young 
persons hang upon the lips of their teach- 
er, as he explained to them their own 
privileges, and the wants and miseries 
ef the heathen,.—Panoplist. 





POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer 
“ T heard a voice from heaven, saying, Wrile ! 
Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord.” 


The dead! how tranquilly they rest, 

Calm tenants of the silent gloom ; 

No anguish moves the placid breast, 

It sighs not in the mouldering tomb : 

No clamour rends the marbie cell, 

Of those whose sins aad sorrows cease ; 
Yes, they are blest! with him they dwell, 
Whose tife was love, whose realm is peace. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


The fifth vel. of the Religious Intelligencer 

will commence the first Saturday in Juue. 
CONDITIONS. 

The paper is paged and folded for binding ; 
each sheet making sixteen large Octavo pages, 
or 832 pages in a year, with a copious index at 
the close. 

The price of the paper, exclusive of postage, 
is two dollars and fitty cents a year, ii paid in 
advance, or three Solinrs to be paid at the end 
of six months, 

Those who procure 6 subscribers, and are 
accountable for the pay, ar& entitled to the 
7th copy gratis ; and in proportion for all over 
that number. 

Any eompany or individual who wiil take 
12 or more copies, to be seat to one Post-Ot- 
fice, the price will be two dollars if paid in ad- 
vance, or two dollars and fifty cents to be paid 
at the end of six months, and the 13th cepy 
gratis. 

Ne subscriptions will be taken for less thar 
a year—and all arrearages must be paid before 
any paper is stopped. 

Subscribers for the present volume, who de 
not give notice to the contrary before the last 
number is issued, will be considered as subscri- 
bers for the nest. 

All letters to the Editor must be post paid. 

The Religious InteHigencer cannot live 
without Paironage and Pay. We are anxious 
to secure both ; and would gladly vary the 
terms to the times ; but from our many losses, 
delays and expences, we cannot publish it for 
less than $2,50 cts a year. This, with the de- 
ductivn, vi every 7th copy, will reduce it to 
about $2. We must rely on the patronage of 
those whe pay in advance, or at least during 
the year, for support. 

I? Subscribers in New-Haven are invited 
to pay in advance—$2,50 will be received in 
full. 


Acrents—In our list ef agents some time 
since, we mentioned through mistake, for On- 
ondago-Hollow, J. D. Bemis. (Mr. Bemis re- 
sides at Canandaigua.) Our subscribers in 
that vicinity, are requested to pey to Dr. J. W. 
Brewster, 
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